important bearing on the history of medicine. However, the book is more than just a digest, for Multhauf has not only used abundant primary printed sources but he also lucidly interprets many aspects of his story. This is well exampled in his discussions on medical chemistry. The link between medicine and chemistry is, of course, well known, but Multhauf, by devoting at least one whole chapter to it, emphasizes its importance for the first time in a comprehensive study on the history of chemistry. For instance, he underlines the close, two-way relationship between alchemy and medical chemistry; he argues that it was the pharmacopoeia 'rather than a literature of practical chemistry [that] provided the alchemist with his repertoire of substances to work on' while medical chemistry inherited much from alchemy such as distillation techniques. The subsequent evolution of medical chemistry came about largely through concern with improving the preparation of chemical remedies, particularly those based on antimony.
Multhauf's book is compelling because he successfully weaves together the many strands from which the science of chemistry was formed--chemical theory, natural philosophy, alchemy, technology and medical chemistry. The book should become an important stimulus not only for the increasing numbers of professional historians of chemistry and medicine, but also for the larger numbers of more general readers. 
